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Letters to the Editors 





Ministers’ Annuity Pays More Than Minimum 





First Payment of More Than $600 


To the Editors: 


“When will the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
begin paying benefits greater than $600 
per year to a minister on retirement, or 
larger than $300 per year to the widow of 
This pertinent 
question has been asked many times. The 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund is happy to an- 
nounce that the first annuity greater than 
the minimum recently was granted. 

The General Assembly in establishing 
the Fund guaranteed a minimum annuity 
of $600 per year to each minister who 
(1) established membership in the Fund 
as of April 1, 1940, (2) whose dues shall 
be paid on a continuous basis to the date 
of retirement at age 65, or beyond, on 
the actual salary received and provided 
this is not less than $1,200 per year, (3) 
whose total period of service to the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, 
ister ig at least 35 years, and, (4) 
at retirément shall relinquish “all sal- 
aried relationship for service to the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States.” 
The minimum benefits to widows whose 


a deceased member?” 


as an ordained min- 
who 


husbands met these conditions at the time 
of retirement, or would have met them 
had they lived to the age of retirement, 
is $300 per year. 

An earned annuity greater than the 
guaranteed $600 per year is built up by 
a minister when, from the time member 
ship in the Fund was established, dues 
have been paid on a total salary exceed- 
ing $48,000. Likewise, the annuity to the 
widow of the minister, in the event of his 


death, would also exceed the $300 per 
year minimum. There are several min- 
isters who have built earned annuities 


against the time of retirement which are 
greater than the guaranteed minimum. 
When these ministers come to the time 
of retirement at age 65, or beyond, their 
annuities will be much greater than the 
guaranteed minimum of $600 annually. As 
time goes by the number of these minis- 
ters will constantly increase. 

The Ministers’ Annuity Fund welcomes 
the opportunity to answer questions which 
members may have about annuity benefits. 
Letters should be addressed to the Fund 
at 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ken- 
tucky. 

WADE H. BOGGS, 
Executive Secretary. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Delayed Printing 
To the ‘Editors: 


We have received a number of inquiries 
as togwhy the new edition of the Confes- 
sion of Faith has been delayed. Because 
of these inquiries, we are asking the 
church papers to help us acquaint the 
church with some of those reasons. 

The type standing from former edi- 
tions would not print again and so the 
work had to be started from the begin- 
ning. The preparation of copy was a dif- 
ficult one, a magnifying glass had to be 


used often, the material had to be set 
by a printer already extremely hard 
pressed, copy had to be prepared and 


proofs read, and the whole cleared through 
the office of the Stated Clerk. 
B. LEWIS, 
Director of Promotion. 
Presbyterian Committee of Pblication, 
Richmond, Va. 


Don’t Omit Dr. Shelby 


To the Editors: 

In your December 15 issue, your reporter 
(It was Religious Service.—Eds.) 
left out James O. Shelby in naming the 
honored veteran missionaries attending 
the organization of the Mexican Assembly. 
Mr. Shelby heads the list of our living 
missionaries. After Dr. Graybill’s death, 
he was the only man in the mission until 
the Rosses joined him. Mrs. Shelby was 
Dr. Graybill’s niece. They were pioneer 
missionaries with a covered wagon into 
parts of our old field. When we took the 
new field, they pioneered in Michoacan, 
Morelos, and Guerrero. They established 
our first short-term Bible school. 

MRS. R. C. MORROW. 


News 


Palacios, Texas. 


Earnest Worker 


To the Editors: 

Already it can be said that one of the 
outstanding events of 1948, in the world 
of Presbyterians at any rate, will be the 
example of inter-church cooperation de- 
scribed in the Earnest Worker for the 
first month of the new year. That our 
church should join with the United Pres- 
byterian Church and the Reformed Church 
in America both in the editing and the 
publishing of several of the Sunday school 
quarterlies is a thrilling example of grow- 
ing Christian unity. This will be of im- 
mense practical and spiritual benefit to all 
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for the 
Program of Progress Issue 
of 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
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Huntington, W. Va., 
Bryan, Texas, 100 
Ft. Defiance, Va., 100 
Crowley, La., 30 
Danville, Ky., 50 
Port Aransas, Texas, 30 
Circleville, W. Va., 50 
Hillsville, Va., 50 
Benton City, Mo., 30 
Lewisburg, W. Va., 100 
Taylor, Texas, 30 
Sumter, S. C.. 50 
N. Little Rock, 180 
Charleston, W. Va., 100 
John’s Island, 8S. C., 40 
Decatur, Ga., 50 
Memphis, Tenn., 200 

and still they come... 


THESE SHOULD HAVE 


100 copies 


A COPY: 


Elders, Deacons, Auxiliary leaders, 
Officers of Men’s and Young People’s 
groups, Sunday school officers and 
teachers, OR—ail the the homes in 
the congregation. 
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parties concerned. We owe hearty con- 
gratulations and thanks to our Commit- 
tee of Religious Education and Publication 
for its part in this splendid and cheering 
venture. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 
Greenwood, S. C. 


Too Long Silent 


To the Editors: 

Congratulations to the Protestant 
churches in Birmingham! (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 24.) It is time we Protestants are 
restating strongly, clearly, and proudly, 
too, our great heritage of beliefs. For 
fear of being called intolerant or fanatic 
we have been silent too long. 

The Protestant Church in Holland is 
reorganizing to awake Protestants there, 
and all over the world, too, to a reasser- 
propagation of their faith in 
the face of growing Catholic agitation and 
opposition. 

And are your readers cognizant of the 
fact that L. H. Lehmann, converted Catho- 
lic priest, has written Out of the Laby- 
rinth, the answer and challenge to Mrs. 
Clare Luce and Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, 
which tells of his further spiritual de- 
velopment from the Roman _ Catholic 
priesthood to Evangelical Protestantism? 

ELIZABETH (Mrs. David) COBLENTZ, 
Fincastle, Va. 


tion and 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—The book men- 
tioned by Mrs. Coblentz is published by 
Agora Publishing Co., 120 Liberty St., New 
York 6, N. Y., $3. 


Would Young People Oppose FC? 


_ To the Editors: 


I have been reading THE OUTLOOK 
for the past few months and have noticed 
many statements declaring that Southern 
Presbyterian young people are whole- 
heartedly in favor of the Federal Council. 
As one of these young people, I resent 
this false assumption. Upon what grounds 
do you base your conclusion? I am aware 
that the presidents of our synod’s coun- 
cil have expressed approval of the Federal 
Council, but I am unwilling to admit that 
these few speak for the thousands of 
Southern Presbyterian young people. 

I have been studying this question dili- 
gently for the past few months and have 
become quite convinced that it is impera- 
tive that our church withdraw from the 
council. I cannot help but be amazed 
at the conclusions which seemingly in- 
telligent Presbyterians as you draw. It 
is my opinion that, if confronted with the 
facts, the young people of our church 
would vote overwhelmingly to withdraw 
from this agency of division and discord. 

J. D. TRIMBLE, JR. 
El Dorado, Ark. 


e EDITOR’Ss NOTE—All right, young 
people. How about it? 


Presbyterian (?) Theology 


To the Editors: 

I feel highly honored that you should 
have printed part of my address to the 
young ministers at the Methodist Con- 
ference at Elizabeth City (OUTLOOK, Dec. 
15). 

I was happy that it should be printed in 
a Presbyterian paper, because, while I am 
a dyed-in-the-wool old-fashioned Metho- 
dist, my wife was a staunch Presbyterian, 
and I always told her that she believed 
whatever was to be would be if it never 
happened. So you see I am a Presbyte- 
rian in affection if not in theology... . 

JOSEPHUS DANIELS. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
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Manifesto on Church-State Issue 


Organization Seeks $100,000 


Organized during the past year te 
attention upon current trends 
are felt to be endangering the 
American principal of the separation of 
chureh and_= state, ‘Protestants and 
Other Americans United”? have issued a 
stirring ‘‘manifesto’’ designed 
line the problem and to enlist support. 
Present part of Roman 
Catholic leaders to secure financial aid 
in their enterprises public tax 
money, it is indicated, occasion the con- 


focus 
which 


to out- 
efforts on the 
from 


cern of Protestants and others who are 
joining in a concerted effort to preserve 
the American tradition of religious 
freedom which is described as being in 
peril. The manifesto declares, in part: 


“The churches on whose behalf we 
speak ask nothing for themselves in the 
exercise of their constitutional freedom 
which they do not willingly grant to and 
demand for all other churches. They 
are content to take their place in the 
open forum of our free society and to 
flourish or perish by the inherent 
strength or weakness of their faith. 
This is cultural and spiritual democracy. 
For the state to connive with a church 
which seeks a position of advantage in 
the forum of religious liberty by creat- 
ing any inter-locking relation between 
that church and itself, is to deny or to 
curtail the religious liberty of all other 
churches and to vitiate democracy. 

“A powerful church, unaccustomed in 
its own history and tradition to the 
American ideal of separation of church 
and state, but flourishing under the re- 
ligious liberty provided by our form of 


to Defend Religious Liberty 


government, and emboldened by the 
wide diffusion of a false conception of 
tolerance, has committed itself in au- 
thoritative declarations and by positive 
acts to a policy plainly subversive of re- 
ligious liberty as guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution. This church holds and main- 
tains a theory of the relation of church 
and state which is incompatible with the 
American ideal. It makes no secret of 
its intention to secure for itself, if pos- 
sible, a privileged position in the body 
politic. In pursuit of this policy, it has 
already made such gains that the prin- 
ciple of separation of church and state 
is in peril of nullification by legislatures 
and courts, and by federal, state and 
local administrations.”’ 


Dangers specified by the manifesto in- 
clude: the President’s representative at 
the Vatican, public grants to private 
schools, textbook and_ transportation 
grants and others. 


A call for $100,000 is issued for the 
work of the group with funds to be paid 
to E. H. DeGroot, Jr., 924 Colorado 
Bldg., Washington, D.C. Signers of the 
manifesto for the organization are: 
John A. Mackay, president of Princeton 
Seminary; Edwin McNeill Poteat, presi- 
dent, Colgate-Rochester Divinity School; 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, New York; 
Louie D. Newton, president, Southern 
Baptist Convention, Atlanta; and 
Charles Clayton Morrison, former editor 
of the Christian Century. (Full text of 
the statement will appear here next 
week.—FEds. ) 





Jounal Asks Ultimatum and Bombs 


Solution for US-Russian Relations Called ‘‘Christian Realism’’ 


A solution for the present tension be- 
tween the U. S. and Russia is proposed 
editorially in the current issue of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal—an ulti- 
matum backed up by the atomic bomb. 

Under the heading, ‘‘Christian Real- 
ism,” the Journal proposes, in an edi- 
torial signed by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, the 
associate editor, what it terms ‘“‘the 
only solution to an increasing intoler- 
and dangerous situation in the 
world. The longer we delay the 
more difficult will be our task... . ” 

“The solution—let the American Gov- 
ernment issue notice to Russia that she 
is to start the immediate evacuation of 





able 


all territories into which she has ex- 
panded since 1942. Further that at the 
end of one week one atomic bomb will 
be dropped in a sparsely settled area of 
European Russia and another in a like 
section in Siberia—to prove that we can 
and will carry out our ultimatum.. Then, 
unless there is clear evidence that our 
demands are being carried out, at the 
end of five more days the next bomb 
will be dropped on the Kremlin with 
immediate and continued use of the 
bomb until the present Communist 
regime is replaced by men who are 
willing to comply with our demands.” 
Editorial, page 8 


Atlanta Convocation 
Attracting Large 


Southeastern Group 


Noted Speakers Listed 
For Significant Meeting 


Georgia News Letter 


The concentration of Federal Coun- 
cil, religious education, and home mis- 
sions leaders in the Southeastern Church 
Convocation scheduled for Atlanta in 
mid-January was expected to attract 
more than 1,000 representatives from 
outside the city itself, coming from ten 
different states. Advance notices called 
the meeting ‘the most _ significant 
church gathering ever to assemble in 
the Southeast,’’ and listed among the 
speakers Charles P. Taft, George D. 
Heaton, Arthur Raper, E. G. Homrig- 
hausen, John H. Marion, Jr., Francis B. 
Sayre, Bela Vasady, Gerald E. Knoff, J. 
Quinter Miller, Walter W. Van Kirk, 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore and others. 
Meetings were to be held at All Saints 
Episcopal, North Avenue Presbyterian, 
and First Methodist churches. 


Strategy Committee Gets 
Facts on Atlanta Churches 


Under the direction of R. O. Flinn, 
Jr., chairman, and Franklin C, Talmage, 
superintendent of home missions, a sur- 
vey of Presbyterianism in Greater At- 
lanta was recently completed. Rich- 
ard A. Myers of Chicago spent three 
months studying the situation as a 
whole and individual churches in par- 
ticular, discovering, for one thing, that 
the Presbyterian churches of the city 
are located in two parallel lines, leav- 
ing many populous sections practically 
untouched. Locations for five new 
churches were pointed out and recom- 
mended, combinations of certain 
churches and changes of location in 
others were suggested. Already two 
strategic sites in the northern section 
of the city have been purchased by the 
home missions committee and others 
will soon be secured. Now Dr. Myers 
is making an interdenominational sur- 
vey of Carroll County under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Flinn. 


$110,000 on $175,000 Quota 
For P. C. Has Been Secured 

On a $175,000 quota, Presbyterians 
in Georgia have raised $110,000 to date 
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for Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C., 
‘an institution supported by the Synod 
of Georgia. President Marshall Brown 
of the college has expressed his satis- 
faction at the progress of the campaign 
and his confidence that the entire quota 
will be secured. Leaders say the new 
interest in Christian education and the 
goodwill toward P. C. which have been 
stimulated in the campaign are as valu- 
able as the sum of money contributed. 


Many Churches Make Plans 
For New Building Programs 

All the larger Presbyterian churches 
of Atlanta and many of the smaller ones 
have extensive plans for rebuilding or 
remodeling. First church is raising a 
“Centennial Fund’ for a new educa- 
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tional unit; North Avenue will enlarge 
its sanctuary and build a chapel; Druid 
Hills expects to increase its religious 
education facilities; Decatur First looks 
toward a completely remodeled plant; 
Central has funds in hand for a chapel, 
an elevator, carillonic bells, and a larger 
choir loft; Morningside is about ready 
to begin its first unit of its extensive 
building project; Gordon Street plans 
a new building across from its present 
location, The beginning of most of 
these activities depends upon changes 
in building costs. The congregation of 
the Emory church, now worshipping in 
the Candler School of Theology chapel, 
has begun the first unit of its new 
church on a well-located lot near Emory 
University. 





The Imperiled Family 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





sexual habits 01 Americans reveals 

that 40% of the men examined 
confessed to extra-marital relations. 
This disquieting tact may, or may not, 
be related to the more substantially at- 
tested fact that we are now reaching the 
alarming total of one divorce for every 
three marriages. 

The most ancient and most hallowed 
of all our moral and social institutions, 
monogamy, is quite obviously seriously 
imperiled among us. In a world of 
broken communities we have not even 
been able to preserve the integrity of 
the most organic and the most funda- 
mental of all human communities, 

It is almost equally disquieting that 
the most immediate reaction to this 
peril is the request for more stringent 
laws. It may well be that we ought to 
have uniform divorce laws, rather than 


' RECENT statistical study of the 


the present chaos of state provisions. 


But marriages are not held together as 
vital and creative communities by the 
force of law. 

Law does not have the power of it- 
self to overcome incompatability or to 
eliminate any of the other factors which 
wreck marriage, Nor is it possible to 
overcome increasing promiscuity merely 
by the reiteration of the ancient com- 
mandment from the decalogue: “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery.”’ 

Marriage is a very intimate commu- 
nity of persons. It has a natural basis 
in the sexual partnership of husband 
and wife. But though sex is a power- 
ful force of cohesion it is also a vagrant 
force. Sex alone does not hold any 
marital partnership together. 

If there does not develop, upon the 
basis of the sexual partnership, a gen- 
uine and responsible relation between 
persons, appreciative of each other’s 
virtues and good intentions, forgiving 
toward each other’s shortcomings, and 
loyal to each other in weal or woe, no 


law can hold this community together. 

Those of us who believe that all hu- 
man relations have a religious dimen- 
sion in the sense that not only our wills 
and desires are involved in them, but 
the will of God, must seek to clarify 
this ultimate dimension by teaching and 
precept. 

The family is disintegrating in our 
modern life, as all communities are 
tending to disintegrate, because modern 
man is a technical expert who knows 
how to master pure nature but he lacks 
the wisdom to master himself and to 
know himself and his fellowmen. He 
lacks this wisdom because it is rooted in 
humility and charity, It is not an in- 
tellectual but a spiritual achievement. 

Men are primarily personalities and 
selves, rather than minds. They must 
come to terms with one another as 
selves. The charity and the loyalty 
which the marriage relation requires 
are also increasingly absent in all our 
other human relations, 

Modern culture is proud of its many 
achievements; but most of its triumphs 
are intellectual, more particularly tech- 
nical. Modern man is a miserable fail- 
ure as a personality, as a self. He fails 
in coming to terms with his fellowmen 
and with himself. Perhaps he fails in 
the former task because he fails in the 
latter one. 

One wonders, for instance, how many 
marriages fail because neither partner 
has the humility to confess that there 
is usually mutual guilt in a wrecked 
marriage even if the guilt is usually not 
equal. 

We are unforgiving, in other words, 
because we are self-righteous. In any 
case we are confronted with a problem 
which belongs not primarily in the 
realm of “law” but in the realm of 
‘‘grace.”’ 


(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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Wilkes Dendy, Dalton Pastor, 
Is Chosen ‘*Man of the Year" 

The selection of S. Wilkes Dendy, for 
eleven years pastor at Dalton, as “‘man 
of the year” in his town brought de- 
served honor to a minister whose parish 
comprises the entire county. As head 
of the juvenile court, ‘‘Judge’’ Dendy 
has rendered invaluable service to the 
youth of his section, The Dalton church 
celebrated its centennial last fall. 


Miscellany 

In February a visitation evangelism 
clinic will be held in Albany (S. W. Ga. 
Presbytery) under the direction of John 
Howard, chairman of the evangelism 
committee, .. . Ed Wilson (Ga. Tech) 
was elected president of the Westmins- 
ter Fellowship at the meeting in Deca- 
tur in December. Tot Wall (GSCW) is 
vice-president; Phyllis Narmour (Agnes 
Scott) is secretary; Walter Cook (U. 
Ga.) is treasurer and members-at-large 
include June Hitchcock (Wesleyan) and 
Fairfax Montague (Emory)... .Georgia 
Presbyterian News, 8-page monthly 
edited by W. C. Sistar, pastor of the Ga. 
Avenue church, Atlanta, is concluding 
its second successful year of publica- 
tion. . . . First church, Atlanta, is cele- 
brating its 100th anniversary. On the 
first Sunday in January, W. Taliaferro 
Thompson of Richmond and Walter L. 
Lingle, former pastor, now of Davidson, 
N. C., were the visiting preachers, The 
church was organized January 8, 1848. 
Next May the General Assembly meets 
in this church as part of its centennial 
celebration. . . . Pulpit Preaching is a 
new preachers’ magazine launched in 
October by Charles L. Allen, Thomson, 
Ga. Presbyterian contributing editors 
include Teunis E. Gouwens, Louisville; 
Clarence E. Macartney, Pittsburgh; and 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Atlanta. ... A leader- 
ship training school for Greater Atlanta 
with Harold C. Smith, director, was 
scheduled to be held at the First church 
for five consecutive Monday evenings 
beginning January 12. 

STUART R. OGLESBY. 
Atlanta. 





Bishop Dibelius Reports 
His Impressions of U. 8. 


Berlin (RNS).—Reporting his im- 
pressions of the United States in the 
weekly, Die Kirche, Evangelical Bishop 
Otto Dibelius of Berlin said he was 
startled by the juxtaposition of the cross 
and the Star Spangled Banner in an 
American church procession. 


Dr. Dibelius said he was also amazed 
by the average American’s lack of 
knowledge about the Bible in compari- 
son with the average Englishman or 
German of former days. 

The bishop praised freedom of reli- 
gious education in the United States, as- 
serting, “the German must do every- 
thing with coercion and force. ... 
And the end is the total state. Blessed- 
ness, however, is only in freedom.” 
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Christ’s Vocation and Ours 
By JAMES A. JONES 


“For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”—Luke 19:10. 


NE OF THE FIRST evidences of maturity is a con- 
ception of responsibility. And we should never forget 
that acute sense of vocation which motivated our Lord. 

Putting it plainly he said, ‘‘The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” He never compromised 
his first intention. His mind was never changed about the 
function of his work in the world. Wherever we see him 
he is engaged in this first and all-consuming task. We reach 
spiritual maturity only as we follow in his train. Consider 
what witness this text bears to his task and ours. 


I 


First of all, it defines the condition which demanded the 
ministry of Christ. People were lost and could not be found. 
People were doomed and could not be delivered. People 
were sinful and could find no salvation. It needs to be re- 
membered in this day when we take sin so lightly, that 
God judged it to be of such proportion as to demand the 
intervention of his only begotten Son. 

There are those casual and superficial physicians of the 
human spirit who seem to say that what we need to set 
the house of our world in order is bread and a favorable 
balance of trade and a reasonably normal family back- 
ground. Admitting, as any honest man would admit, that 
such things are vital to the general welfare, it yet remains 
to be said that there is a perverseness at the seat of human 
nature which requires some Divine healing. And without 
it our pathology for righteousness is as effective as treating 
a patient affilicted with multiple cancer with no more potent 
dosage than a massage with Sloan’s liniment, or a nightly 
rubbing of the sore spots with cold cream and Mentholatum. 
Across the New Testament from first to last are two words, 
and only two: “Lost” and “Saved.’’ Which of the two pre- 
vails for us one by one, if that Book be anything more than 
an accumulation of fanatic nonsense, is determined exclu- 
sively by our personal estimate of, and intimate relation to, 
Jesus Christ. 

I am well aware that it is not within a preacher’s power 
to frighten our society into a realization of the heinousness 
of the evil around us and within us. Both the nature of evil 
and of man preclude that. Evil seeming to be good, and 
people seeming not to be bad made it doubly difficult for us 
to take the full measure of the sins which beset us. The only 
clue to the disastrous effect of our transgressions is in the 
Cross of Jesus Christ. Don’t measure the power of un- 
righteousness by what any man can say about it! Measure it 
by the power which God judged he had to exercise to match 
it. 

It doesn’t take any arguing to prove our depravity just 
now. We seem to be aware that we are sick at the very 
heart of society. No need to recite the gloomy tale which 
hangs as a pall over the world. What we need to remem- 
ber is that this condition means one essential thing: Apart 
from the redemptive purpose and work of God, man is lost. 
The great lie of these past years has been the assumption 
that we had the means to work out our own salvation. If 
that be true, then the coming of Jesus Christ was a mis- 
take, and his claims to being the Savior of the world an 
illusion. Then it happens that we behave not only ‘‘as 
though Jesus never lived, as though he never died’; we 
behave as though his living and death were all a part of a 
Divine error—an extravagant intimation of God’s good-na- 
ture, but not essential, a commendable example from the 


Almighty that he meant well for mankind, but of no final, 
exclusive account when the tale of man’s saving was told. 

It was the conviction that the world was lost which gave, 
Jesus his vocation. The same conviction will determine the 
divine nature of the Christian’s task. 


II 
Moreover, the work of Christ is clear proof of his response 
to that condition. In the words of the text he came to 


“seek.” Now the word “seek” has a peculiar and dramatic 
meaning. It implies initiative and purpose and persistence. 
When we seek a thing we don’t sit down and wait for it to 
come to us. The seeker for gold in the early days of the 
West did not take up his residence in the trading post and 
expect to discover the precious metal in the dregs of iis 
breakfast coffee-pot. He was a prospector. He left civiliza- 
tion and went to the wilderness. He left his friends and 
went alone. He left the comforts and went into an inhos- 
pitable land. 

The parallel is fitting in the life of our Lord. He got into 
severe trouble not only because he judged people to be lost, 
but also because he judged it his duty to seek them. Jericho, 
in the story from the Scripture, had many reputable homes 
which would have been opened to him gladly. There was no 
seeming propriety in his consorting with publicans and sin- 
ners. And the community passed swift and stern judgment 
upon him because he was a seeker of the lost. Many friends 
forsook him when he interferred with the stoning of the 
adulterous woman. The Pharisees who would. have liked to 
have stood up for him couldn’t stomach his attitude toward 
the outcasts. When Matthew was made a disciple, more 
than one honorable man, concerned for the excellence of 
Jesus’ message, lifted his eyebrows and took his name off 
the subscription list. 

It is crucial for us to remember that in his day Jesus was 
exceedingly concerned for the people who were outside the 
church. Time and again he spoke out against the abuses 
that centered around the temple. To be sure, in spite of 
these attacks, we find him, ‘‘as was his custom,” in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath Day. He never despised the 
agencies that did good, though he had withering criticism 
for the agents who used a professed goodness as a cloak 
for selfishness. But he wasn’t the settled pastor of an es- 
tablished church. His congregation did not assemble in 
orderly fashion. There were no anthems, no first and last 
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hymns, no orders of worship carefully printed so that the 
service would proceed with decorum. There were crying 
babies around him when he preached the Sermon on the 
Mount. The noise of the public street distracted many who 
listened to his words. 

By and large we are a people concerned with church »eo- 
ple. We are busy with our local program. And while our 
parochial plans may be dedicated to proclaiming that there 
is a Gospel for all with urgent and practical meaning, we 
have neglected the ministry of seeking. We are sitting by 
the side of the spiritual road, ready to welcome any who 
may happen to drop in on us, but we have other engage- 
ments which preclude our walking up and down the dusty 
path finding those who have no haven with God 

Let it be remembered that Christ considered it one of his 
primary obligations to put himself as an impediment before 
any man who was making a sure and steady journey to hell. 
He was sure that the saved needed to work at their sal- 
vation, and that the good people needed to learn how to be 
better. But he was sure, too, and the assurance made him 
desperate, that there was a large company which didn't 
know anything about being saved. 

Basically, there are two reasons why we are not much at 
seeking: For one thing, we are too timid. We are disposed 
not to intrude in the business of other purple. We say if a 
man wants to be a sot, there is nothing we can do about it 
If this young fellow wants to be a lazy wastrel, it is not 
our affair. If that home goes on the rocks, it may be cause 
for regret, but no cause for our preventive endeavors. Such 
notions cannot characterize a Christian. How many men 
there are who would not lose themselves to some persistent 
temptation if in kindness and Christian friendship their sso 
ciates would stand as a barrier between them and disaster! 
How many young men in this city will go to the dogs be- 
cause able men, leaders in the affairs of our community, are 
so busily engaged otherwise that they cannot speak an en- 
couraging word of counsel and compassion to them! How 
many households go to their doom because home-makers in 
the same block have nothing more to do than sit idly by 
and discuss in whispered tones what an awful mess there 
is down the street! Of course, you will get it on the nose 
when you try to help. So did the Master. Must not the 
servant expect it still? But the disciples who shrink from 
their task of seeking have not learned the gallant, gen- 
erous, unselfish courage of their Lord. 


Again, we are poor at the business of finding the lost e- 
cause we really are not so sure we have anything to say to 
them. Better not say anything at all if all we can sav is, 
“Isn't it too bad’’; or ‘“‘Look here, old man, you are making 
a complete fool of yourself; why not come by the office to- 
morrow and see if we can’t straighten out the budget; or 
come by the house tonight, and let’s have a rubber cf 
bridge.” These superficial deeds may be agents of whole- 
someness and play a vital part in the social redemption of 
an individual. But at the root there is something far more 
profound. There is the testimony that God in Jesus Christ 
has, to put it plainly, “snatched us from the fiery pit.” 
There is the glad, frank witness that except for the Grace of 
the Saviour we would be in much worse shape ourselves. 
We cannot go to a lost world and talk about how well we 
have gotten along, because people can show that we have 
had special advantage. But we can go to the world and say, 
‘Here is the Savior who can save to the uttermost.’” Paul 
had it when he hoasted of the redemptive powers of Giace 
because he, the chief of sinners, had come through. 


More often than not, we refuse to seek the lost for the 
very simple reason that we don’t believe that we have any- 
thing urgent and first-hand to say when, after our seeking, 
we come up against the fellow who is all washed out. In 
the early days of the Temperance movement it was ihe 
tetotaling company which went into the saloons and talked 
at the bars and pled with the drunkards. The people who 
could either take the stuff or leave it alone didn’t have much 
to say to those besotted bums whose life was the former 

pattern of a still present curse... Now maybe the methods of 
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the Crusaders were wrong. Maybe they didn’t do any good, 
Certainly they were laughed at and held up to ridicule, 
bashing their heads against a social stone wall. But they 
went because they thought they had something that cried 
to be said, and a mesage that meant good for others, as its 
truth had come to mean good for them. 


Until we recover something of that enthusiasm, any effort 
toward evangelism will be an illusion and make-believe. 
When you meet a man who needs the help and hope which 
come from God, second-hand religion will not sell. His in- 
evitable response will be, ‘‘Sayest thou this of thyself, or did 
another tell it thee?’’ So that, not following in the vocation 
appointed for us becomes not only neglect of an obligation 
we are commissioned to assume, but plain judgment upon us 
that, though neatly clothed, and proper in our formal praise, 
and going through the motions of the Kingdom itself. we 
are still outside the gate. 


It ihe condition of man’s need compelled Christ to as- 
sume a definite task, and if he pursued that task with 
fidelity, what of the result? The issue of the divine vocation 
in Christ was man’s salvation. If it were the lost he sought, 
then he sought them not just to be with them while they 
were lost, so that two lost people would relieve a man 
of the excessive misery of being lost all by himself, but to 
bring them to that life which apart from him they could 
never have. 


Salvation is one of Christianity’s great words. And like 
many others, its misuse has made us miss much of its mean- 
ing. Often when we think about salvation we think of the 
pearly gates and the streets of gold and something thut 
comes true when we die. And for a just reason. : However 
sood this life may be, the honest and faithful souls know 
it lacks perfection. With whatever courage we hold to the 
high road, the better we are, the more we know the good 
escapes us. How much of the image of the heavenly we 
may bear in these frail, earthy vessels of the body, we ycarn 
for the time when we shall be like him, seeing him as he is. 
So that our salvation declares that in Christ our highest 
hopes for our loved ones and for ourselves in the life be- 
yond life come to reality. 


But salvation is more than that. It is a fashion and sub- 
stance of life now. It is loving the good for its own sake 
and not because the community suggests that that is the way 
to win friends and influence people. It is a quality of life 
that is divine. It is as much more than respectability (which 
many people nowadays mistake for righteousness) as 
Niagara is more than the spasmodic drip of the tap in the 
kitchen sink. It is Christ in us, the Hope of Glory and the 
earnest of it. 


No question about our world’s needing that now. No 
question but that we need it ourselves. And around each of 
us day after day are those who need to learn that Christ's 
life in them and for them will make from all the pocr 
rubbish of their days a real call to repentance and hope 
tor a new stature of soul. It may be your business asso- 
ciate; or your companion in play; it may even be a member 
of your own family. But someone is close to you who needs 
seeking and finding. else he is lost forever. That is your 
vocation in Christ. And, together, that is the vocation of 
the church which bears his name. 


It is high time for us to be done with many of the second- 
rate occupations of our Christian profession and to come 
to the root matter. Like Christ we are called upon to heal 
and to teach and to bring good cheer. But the purpose 
which gives sense and meaning to every engagement of our 
Christian discipleship is that there are lost who must be 
sought and saved. Had God not done it in Christ, there 
would have been no hope. Until-we, in the Spirit of Christ, 
ure engaged in the same vocation there is no hope for us 
or for the world. 











JANUARY 19, 1948 


Introducing Our Contributing Editors 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


-~l] 


Wastelands Within 


By WILLIAM M. BOYCE* 


NE CANNOT TRAVERSE this vast country of ours 
without an awareness of the wastelands within her 
borders. The deserts of Texas, Arizona, Nevada and 
New Mexico stretch in apparently endless expanse. These 
arid, unproductive areas are disturbing and challenging. 
t : True, they fly a flag 
and are as American 
as our Southland; 
but they bear no 
fruit and support 
only a sparse popu- 
lation. These waste- 
lands are our geo- 
graphical frontiers, 
sounding the call to 
twentieth century 
pioneers. Their very 
silence tells us that 
our desert has not 
as yet ‘“‘rejoiced 
and blossomed as a 
rose.”’ 





Dr. Boyce When one looks 

at America from 

the viewpoint of a Christian, these deserts become 
symbolic. They are vocal about the vast untaken territory 


of our supposedly Christian commonwealth. And when 
one judges the Christian Church from a Pullman in- 
stead of a pulpit, it does not appear as a mighty army 
marching to the drums of the dawn. A little church 
here, another there, she dramatizes her weakness. Sud- 
denly to realize that the church is not playing in the 
big league, so far as influence upon the average citizer in 
modern America is concerned, is somewhat shocking to a 
small-town, church-centered Christian. It led an officer of a 
very active church into an unwarranted pessimism that ex- 
pressed itself in the statement: ‘I’m afraid we must look 
OUTSIDE the church for the leadership that will bring us 
peace.” Though I am no partner in this pessimism, it is 
true that the church is unable to focus enough of the light 
of the Gospel on the black despair that makes the day 
night for so many people. We offer only a glowing ember 
when befuddled humanity needs a penetrating beam. 


The Indispensable Church 


This inability belongs to a church that has in her keeping 
the Gospel, described by John A. Mackay as “good news 
about God against bad news about man.”’ In the Christmas 
season we have thought how God came to man in his pre- 
dicament and lighted a lamp and lent a hand. He came to 
show man that his badness can be conquered, to demon- 
strate the adequacy of a redeemed life. The Incarnate be- 
came the Redeemer. The Gospel reveals our plight that we 
may avail ourselves of God’s power. Thus the church, as the 
depository of this revelation, is indispensable in every case. 

And this incapable institution—the church—has God's 
hand on her head. She is commissioned to a task, ordained 
to an undertaking. Our faith enables us to say: 


“Unshaken as eternal hills, Immovable she stands, 
A mountain that shall fill the earth, A house 
with hands.’”’ 


not made 


*Dr. Boyce is one of the leading ministers of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, being pastor of the First 
A. R. P. Church, Charlotte, N. C. Along with others an- 
nounced here September 22, he is welcomed as one of the 
contributing editors of this paper. 


And we say ‘“‘Amen” to Mackay’s great affirmation: ‘There 
will be a dawn and the church will be present at the sun- 
rise.”’ But there is something ironical about her ‘im- 
mobility!’ And one wonders if her garments will be red 
with the blood of battle and her hands rough from the toil 
of her redemptive ministry at the ‘“‘sunrise.’’ Once she was 
an ark, borne safely by the floods of destiny; but her final 
victory will be at the price of sacrifice on the part of soldier- 
servants “‘clothed in fine linen, white and pure.” 


We Are the Church! 


The gap between the church as she ought to be and the 
church as she is gives us all a guilty heart. For we are the 
church! (I Peter 2:3-5.) If the church is not measuring 
up, the friendly critic will look first into his own heart. Her 
weakness indicates wastelands within us! And there is no 
room for untaken territory within a redeemed heart. For, 
as someone surprised us by saying, the definitions for sal- 
vation and damnation are the same: ‘“‘to be possessed.’’ We 
are Christian when Christ is the Captain of our salvation; 
when we say to him, ‘‘Aye, aye, Sir!’ 

When Jeremiah wondered, ‘‘Is there no balm in Gilead?” 
he was asking, ‘“‘Is the Gospel not adequate?’’—‘Is God not 
able?’’ Across the centuries innumerable voices answer, 
“Yes.” “Why then is not the health of the daughter of my 
people recovered ?”’ 
tion: 


Fhe old prophet answered his own ques- 
“The summer is ended and WE are not saved. 
Time in which there should have been growth and develop- 
ment within us is gone—and still we are fruitless trees, 
desert souls, untaken territory. Therefore, is the church of 
Jesus Christ weak for her ministry in this demanding day! 

As the old year passed all of us, no doubt, made room 
for repentance and prayer. ‘I am a wilted plant in an un- 
watered garden. I have been content to stand a fruitless tree 
in God’s own garden offering no shade for the weary souls 
around me. Have mercy upon me, thou gracious Forgiver! 
And give to me all that I need to become what I may. Let 
the pruning blade shear me of pride and prejudice that 
in the fullness of thy power I may commend thee by my 
goodness. Not once but often, enable me to make an alabas- 
ter offering of my very best. Water thou the wastelands 
within my heart that through the irrigation of thy grace 
I may be ‘worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing 
fruit in every good work.’ ”’ 


” 





Calvin Said It , 


In a letter to his colleague, Forel, more than 400 


vears ago, John Calvin wrote: 


‘* Among Christians there ought to be so great 
a dislike of schism that they will always avoid 
it so far as lies in their power; nor need it be 
any hindrance that some points of doctrine are 
not quite so pure, seeking that there is scarcely 
any ehureh which does not retain some remnants 
It is sufficient for us if 
which the Chureh of God is 


founded be recognized and maintain its place.’’ 


of former ignorance. 


the doctrine on 
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EDITORIAL 


What Is Christian Realism? 


in its current issue, the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, in an editorial 
signed by its associate editor, Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, calls for the United States 
to demand “immediate evacuation of all 
territories into which (Russia) has ex- 
panded since 1942.” Failure to comply 
with such demands would be followed 
by our dropping a series of atomic 
bombs on Russia ‘until the present 
Communist regime is replaced by men 
who are willing to comply with our de- 
mands.” Such a course, according to 
the editorial, would be one of “Christian 
realism.”’ 

We share the Journal’s dislike of 
Communism and would like to see it 
eradicated. But for America to deliver 
an ultimatum and then to drop one 
atomic bomb after another until Russia 
is ready to submit to our terms does not 
strike us as realistic. 

For one thing (taking it for granted, 
of course, that Russia does not now 
have the bomb), the broad expanse of 
Russia and the wide diffusion of her in- 
dustries mean that atomic bombs would 
not be as effective as if dropped, for in- 
stance, on a number of our American 
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cities, 

Again, it is agreed that with the out- 
break of war, the Russian armies would 
quickly and easily occupy the whole of 
the continent of Europe. Communist 
regimes would be established; all demo- 
cratic opposition would be liquidated. 
To wipe out Communism would mean 
the destruction of Europe—its cities, 
its industries, its culture, its civilization. 

Such a war, if it were to prove suc- 
cessful, would require the united sup- 
port of the American people. Our peo- 
ple are prepared in overwhelming ma- 
jority to support a defensive war which 
would be impossible to avoid, and if they 
are convinced that America is on the 
side of justice and right. But it is 
hardly thinkable that the Congress and 
the people could be aroused to support 
a preventive war or a threat of one. 

If such a war were waged, experts 
agree that it would be characterized by 
sabotage such as the world has never 
seen; that Communists and their sym- 
pathizers in important posts in labor 
unions and government service would 
see to that; that hemisphere communi- 
cations would be sabotaged and raw ma- 
terials destined for any Anglo-Saxon war 
effort would be destroyed. 


In addition to this, the consequences 
of war or great preparation for it would 
disastrously confuse and weaken our 
democracy which already is struggling 
to deal with issues before it. Everyone 
recognizes that it is exceedingly difficult 
for a democracy to wage any sort of 
modern war and remain a democracy, 
and many feel that a democracy cannot 
keep its soul and wage preventive war. 


After winning such a war as is pro- 
posed, the United States would have to 
police and feed Europe and a large part 
of Asia. Our present task would be 
mere child’s play in comparison. What 
sort of government would be imposed 
upon the USSR and its satellite states? 
A Communist government could not be 
expected to keep terms imposed by the 
force of an atomic bomb any longer than 
compelled to do so. And a non-Com- 
munist government would find it impos- 
sible to hold the support of its people 
if it were recognized as the puppet of 
a nation which had destroyed indis- 
criminately thousands of their fellow- 
countrymen, Under such conditions 
the U. S. would be required to police 
and educate the inhabitants of more 
than one-sixth of the globe. 


But more than this. In such a situa- 
tion, what would be the effect upon the 
rest of the world? Would such whole- 
sale destruction seem better than the 
crimes of the Soviet Union which it pro- 
posed to stop? Would not the U. S. find 
itself, as someone has expressed it, “in 
a shocked and horrified world, and 
morally isolated by its success’’? 

Such a course as the Journal espouses 
would mean America against the world 
—a world ready to arise at the first op- 
portunity against a tyranny which had 
proved itself so utterly ruthless. 
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It would be difficult, under these cir- 
cumstances, for our missionaries to 
preach the Gospel in any part of the 
world with any hope of success. Hatred 
of Christian America would be too great 
an obstacle. In the devastation which 
America had wantonly let loose upon 
the world one could hardly expect men 
to see the Man of Nazareth. 

Such a policy is not realistic. Is it 
Christian? 

In Deuteronomy 20, the Israelites are 
told how to wage war against their 
enemies. If a city which they attack 
surrenders, its inhabitants are to be 
spared; if it refuses to surrender, all 
males are to be destroyed, all females 
taken for a spoil, That policy at least 
looks in the direction of the Journal's 
proposal, which would destroy all the 
inhabitants of the city, male and female. 
But that policy was advocated 1,500 
years before Christ and was utterly re- 
pudiated by him who said, “Ye have 
heard that it was said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor and hate thine enemy, but 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, and 
pray for them that persecute you”’ (Mt. 
5:43-44). We are living, not 1,500 
years before Christ, but almost 2,000 
years after Christ. 

The policy advocated editorially by 
the Journal for our relations with 
Russia does not appeal to us as either 
realistic or Christian. 


The New Budget and 
the Pastor’s Salary 


Most budgets for the coming church 
year in our denomination are being 
made up, or should be made up, this 
month. All of them no doubt will call 
for increases for almost every item on 
the list. This might well be true every 
year for growing churches and for grow- 
ing Christians. With inflated prices 
there is no choice in the matter for 
every item in a church budget repre- 
sents a person or persons who are fac- 
ing tremendously increased living costs. 

This editorial is written to remind 
church leaders of the situation of their 
pastors. These pastors will not come 
forward with a demand or a request for 
increased salaries to enable them to 
meet the same kind of increases which 
laymen are being forced to meet. In 
fact, many of them will strenuously re- 
sist any suggestion of an increase in 
salary (of course, many of these salaries 
no doubt have already been increased to 
meet current price levels) but if ade- 
quate adjustments have not been made, 
officers should find some way to provide 
for the pastor’s home and family, ob- 
jection or no objection. 

One church not long ago did it this 
way. The pastor flat-footedly refused 
to allow any increase in his salary. The 
Officers acquiesced in his refusal but 
they did not stop in their intentions. 
They simply wept ahead and quietly ar- 
ranged to give their hard-working 
minister an end-of-the-year present of 
more than $300 which in his case 
amounted to 10% of his salary. Costs 
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are up considerably more than 10% but 
this illustrates the right spirit on the 
part of conscientious officers and a con- 
gregation who are trying to keep their 
installation pledge of paying their pas- 
tor enough to set him “free from all 
worldly cares and avocations.” 
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It is better to increase the salary, to 
be sure, but if that cannot be arranged, 
congregations can find some dignified 
way to care for this need by taking over 
automobile expenses, utilities or other 
legitimate items, or by other suitable 
provisions, 





FIRE IS 


CLEAN 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“It is sown a natural body, it is raised 
a spiritual body.”” I Cor. 15:44. 

‘*Man the first is from the earth, ma- 
terial; man the second is from heaven.” 
V. 47, Moffatt. 


Please, gentle reader, if the 
physical facts of death seem to you 
morbid and frightening, do not 
read these lines. They were not 
meant for you. 


FRIEND WRITES, hoping for an 

article on cremation from the 

Christian point of view. Here it 
is. Certainly one would not wish to im- 
pose one’s own view on those who may 
differ. What is done with the bodies 
of the dead is surely the concern chiefly 
of those who were nearest them in life. 
Still, it may be desirable to clear up one 
general misapprehension about crema- 
tion, namely that it is not Christian. 
There is, in fact, nothing whatever 
un-Christian about it. It would be 
wrong to say that it is the only Chris- 
tian method of dealing with the bodies 
of the dead. It may not even be prac- 
tical, and for most persons out of reach 
of large cities cremation is hardly pos- 
sible. But where it is possible, it can- 
not be rejected on the grounds of being 
“not Christian.” 

Cremation* is undeniably swifter, 
more dignified, immeasurably cleaner, 
and usually less expensive where avail- 
able, than ordinary burial. The ques- 
tion is, Is it Christian? Three objec- 
tions to it are occasionally heard. 

1. “It destroys the body.” So it does, 
and why not? It is going to be de- 
stroyed anyhow. Whether one is a 
Christian or not, it is evident that the 
body of the dead, having served its pur- 
poses, must now in some wiv be dis- 
posed of. One conceivable pian is to 
preserve jealously every particie for as 
long as possible; even (as in the case of 
Caruso) to provide by will that the 
corpse shall be re-clad once a year in 
the latest fashion. This, of course, is 
real paganism, puerile and pointless. 
All other methods of disposal—burial 
at sea, exposure on towers of silence in 
the Parsee fashion, ordinary burial, or 
cremation—involve the return of the 
dust to the dust; that is to say, nature 
is allowed to take back what she gave. 
What came from the air, from the soil, 
returns swiftly or slowly to the soil and 





*For a description of the process, see 
the article ‘“‘Light, Like the Sun” in the 
January 1948 Readers’ Digest. 


the air again. That return is certain; 
it can be retarded by Caruso’s will, it 
can be slowed down somewhat by the 
use of metal vaults, but eventually noth- 
ing is left but dust,not even recogniz- 
able bones, Sooner or later, even Mr. 
Caruso’s stylish cadaver is going to 
vanish completely. Cremation simply 
does in a few moments what the little 
creatures of earth or air, the irresistible 
chemistry of nature, will do in time. 

2. “But we shall need the body at 
resurrection-time.”” Not this body, my 
friend. Which body do you mean, after 
all? If you are about fifty years of age 
you have had the use of about seven 
bodies already. Your body (as C. S. 
Lewis puts it) has the same kind of 
identity that a curve in a waterfall has; 
the curve stays much the same, but the 
water flows through it without céasing. 
So matter has been flowing through you 
all these years. The body you will be 
wearing when you die will be the weak- 
est and worse of them all. Don’t tell us 
you want to keep that one! As for your 
earlier and stronger bodies, the one you 
had when you were twenty, for example, 
was not only totally different from 
the one you now have, but it is already 
being used by others. The carbon- 
atoms, for instance, which once were in 
your blood, breathed out in your breath 
as carbon dioxide, have been used again 
by plants, by animals, may at this mo- 
ment be in the heart of a man in the 
death-row at the penitentiary, in the 
bloodstream of an unborn child, or in 
the skin of the next Negro you meet. 
And the body you have now is many 
times second-hand. Its particles have 
been used (perhaps more efficiently and 
more beneficently than you are using 
them) by plants and animals and other 
men, for thousands of years. Why do 
you now demand to keep it for your- 
self? If you really must have this body 
at resurrection-time, you will be rob- 
bing others. There will not be enough 
to go around. If you are a Christian, 
this should not worry you, for you re- 
member how earnestly Paul urges us to 
distinguish between the body that now 
is and the body that shall be. What a 
spiritual body is we cannot now know, 
never having seen one; but one fact is 
certain—it is not the literal atoms you 
now wear, and you would not wish it 
to be. It is a weary and worn thing, 
the earthly body you will finally lay 
aside. No worse fate could be desired 
than to have to take it up again where 
you left it off. So: this dying body 
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won’t be here at resurrection-time, and 
if it were you would not want it, and 
in any case we are taught in Scripture 
to look for something quite different. 

3. “But doesn’t our Catechism say 
that the bodies of believers rest in their 
graves till the resurrection?’ It does, 
and it shouldn’t. For if there is any- 
thing in our Catechism which is ob- 
viously out of line with observable facts, 
and which should officially and honestly 
be recanted, it is that phrase. What 
about the bodies of believers buried at 
sea? A thousand sea-things have long 
since devoured them, What about the 
dead bodies of centuries past? They 
have not rested in their graves, they 
have long since been carried far and 
wide over the earth. What about those 
burned at the stake, dead in great fires, 
blown to bits in explosions? Ah, but 
all things are possible with God; he will 
know how to rebuild bodies for eternity. 
Yes, indeed that is true. But if you 
must think (crudely, wrongly to be 
sure) of the body-for-heaven as a simple 
reassembling of the atoms of the body- 
of-earth, then it will be no more diffi- 
cult for God to summon those atoms 
which have been scattered by flame, 
than those which have been scattered by 
the beasts that swim and fly and crawl. 

What is the dead body, after all? An 
overcoat of clay, as Miss Dickinson put 
it. At your death, what will be done 
with your clothes? You should not 
greatly care. You hope they may be 
of some use, but if not, let them be de- 
cently destroyed. So with your body. 
About the manner of its disposal, you 
should not greatly care. Only let the 
weary dust return to the dust as it was, 
and the spirit to God who gave it. 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 








10. WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 


Since 1930 the Presbyterian Church, 
US, has been blessed by the ministry of 
William Marion Elliott, Jr. Accepting 
a call to the Fifth Avenue Church of 
Knoxville, Tenn., in 1930 and going to 
the Druids Hill Church of Atlanta in 
1935,. Dr. Elliott is now the pastor of 
the Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas, Texas, one of the truly great 
churches of his denomination. Yet, Bill 
Elliott was not reared in the South. 
Born in Charlestown, Indiana, a gradu- 
ate of Park College and of Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, he 
was ordained in the USA Church by 
Louisville Presbytery. His father before 
him alternated his pastorates between 
the US and USA churches, and the 
ministry of both father and son has 
been equally acceptable to both major 
branches of the Presbyterian Church in 
America. Give the church some minis- 
ters of the spirit and gifts of William 
M. Elliott, Jr., and greater things will be 
done in Zion. 
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Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English, 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and economics will be open to such stu- 
dents. Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 
which they are prepared. 

Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. Early applications receive 
priority. 

Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 





. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE» 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses ieading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 











Davidson College 
Davidson, North Carolina 
A GOOD PLACE FOR YOUTH 
AN EXCELLENT CHOICE 
for 
AN ENDURING INVESTMENT 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N.C. 


Believes that— 


—culture-and scholarship should be 
combined with Christian faith. 





HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President. 








1/76 ELS 


A Christian college where training for specialized competence 


Hampden-Sydney Collec 


is made secondary to broad understanding of the world’s needs 


and the spirit of service. 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Austin Seminary Will 


Have Lecture Series 
Texas News Letter 


Presbyterian interest in Texas this 
time of the year is centering on the an- 
nual week of lectures at Austin Semi- 
nary. Early in February D. Elton True- 
blood of the Friends (Quaker) church, 
Nevin C. Harner of the Evangelical and 
Reformed church, and Robert White 
Kirkpatrick of the Presbyterian, US, 
will be the speakers. Dr. Trueblood will 
be the Scarbraugh lecturer, speaking on 
‘Alternative to Futility,’ as a sequel to 
his books, The Predicament of Modern 
Man and Foundations for Reconstruc- 
tion. Dr. Harner will discuss ‘Religion 
and Education,” while Dr. Kirkpatrick’s 
subject will be ‘‘We Persuade Men.” 
President David L. Stitt of the seminary 
has announced a new annual lectureship 
on evangelism and missions, established 
by Mrs. W. R. Settles of Big Spring. 
These lectures will be given next year 
for the first time. Charles E. S. Krae- 
mer, Charlotte, N. C., pastor delivered 
four addresses on pastoral counseling 
at the seminary in December. 


Laymen Lead in Sponsoring 
Presbyterian Radio Program 

The radio committee of Central Texas 
Presbytery began on January 4 the spon- 
sorshop of the transcribed series, ‘‘Like 
a Mighty Army,” over stations KTEM 
of Temple and KNOW of Austin. This 
program is sponsored by Frank May- 
born, editor and publisher of the 
Temple Telegram, and Conrad Vernon, 
program director of the Austin station. 
Early plans also called for the program 
to be carried over stations WACO at 
Waco and KAND of Corsicana. Else- 
where in the state the program was to 
be heard from Big Spring, College Sta- 
tion, Henderson, Huntsville, Lubbock, 
Marshall, Port Arthur, and Wichita 
Falls. 


King Says University Church 
Has Unique Opportunity 

At a recent meeting of the congrega- 
tion of the University church, Austin, 
Charles L. King of the First church, 
Houston, said the Texas University 
church had an unparalleled opportunity 
of service. ‘Nowhere in the Assembly,”’ 
he said, “is there a church with as great 
and unique opportunity to touch the 
lives of so many people as that of this 
congregation.” This is true, he said, 
because no other Presbyterian church 
in the Southern Assembly has the op- 
portunity to minister to 2,000 Presby- 
terian students. “This church,” he in- 
sisted, ‘has a tremendous opportunity 
and responsibility to influence the life 
of the whole state.’’ Shortly after this 
meeting a campaign was launched to 
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raise funds for a new sanctuary. At 
the end of the first week more than 
$100,000 had been subscribed. Two 
Sunday morning services are held 
weekly by the University church in 
order to care for the attendance. 


Tyler Church Plans $600,000 
Campaign for New Building 


The building committee of the First 
church, Tyler, inaugurated a campaign 
in December for $200,000 to add to the 
same amount already in hand, looking 
toward a $600,000 structure. Building 
will not begin until at least two-thirds 
of the funds are collected. The struc- 
ture will be Southern Colonial with a 
sanctuary seating 850, a chapel ac- 
commodating 125 persons, a_ kitchen 
equipped to feed 350, and an educa- 
tional building to care for an attendance 
of from 600 to 700. John F. Anderson, 
Jr., former Navy chaplain, has been pas- 
tor of the church since 1946, succeeding 
Robert Hill, now pastor emeritus. 


Plaque in San Antonio Marks 
First Protestant Service 

Patrick D. Miller, pastor of San 
Antonio’s First church, was the princi- 
pal speaker at recent ceremonies spon- 
sored by the San Antonio Council of 
Churches, dedicating a plaque marking 
the location of the first Protestant 
church service ever held in the city. 
That first service, on a principal down- 
town street, was conducted jointly by 
John McCullough, a Presbyterian minis- 
ter, and John Wesley DeVilbiss, Metho- 
dist, in April, 1844. San Antonio had 
been an established community for 125 
years before that but during most of 
that time was under Mexican rule where 
there had been no freedom of religion. 
Texas’ War of Independence, with its 
Declaration of Independence and the re- 
sulting Constitution, changed all that 
and wrote this guarantee so specifically 
that there is no question of the separa- 
tion of church and state. . . Harold 
Kilpatrick, elder in the Beacon Hill 
chureh, has been executive secretary of 
the San Antonio Council since its 
organization three years ago. 


Mrs. Meyer of Washington 
Criticizes Churches in Schools 


Mrs. Eugene Meyer, wife of the Wash- 
ington, D. C., publisher, told the annual 
convention of the Texas State Teachers 
Association, meeting recently in San 
Antonio, that some method satisfactory 
to all citizens should be devised imme- 
diately to halt the growing domination 
of public schools by sectarian religions. 
Both Protestant and Catholic clerics, 
she said, are battering down the public 
school doors in order to get a hearing 
from children whom they cannot attract 
to their churches. .. . Meanwhile, a Free 
Schools Committee has been organized 
in Dixon, New Mexico, to ‘rid tax-sup- 
ported public schools” in the area of 
“Catholic influence and the use of nuns 
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as teachers.’’ Court action to enforce 
its demands is contemplated. 


Miscellany 

A visitation evangelism effort in 
Austin, led by H. H. Thompson, Assem- 
bly’s director, resulted in approximately 
300 decisions for church membership. 
Presbyterian students in Austin Semi- 
nary and at the University assisted in 
the. program. . Governor Jester re- 
cently told representatives of Hi-Y 
groups that the more a democracy func- 
tions effectively for the benefit of all 
its people the more it approaches the 
tenets of the Christian religion. ... A 
pioneer West Texas couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. L. Wasson, have given the Bap- 
tist General Convention of Texas a gift 
of more than $1,000,000 for education 
and mission work. .. . Students of the 


Texas School for the Deaf have peti- 
tioned Governor Jester for better hous- 
ing facilities. Livestock at their insti- 
tution, they said, is housed better than 
pupils. While dormitories lack radia- 
tors, the livestock barns have special 
heating arrangements. 
GUS J. CRAVEN. 
Austin. 
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BIBLE 


The One “Complete 


Four Books in One—the Unfailing Authority 


Concordance 








@ The name “Strong” on a con- 
cordance is as significant as the term 
“Sterling” applied to silver. 

Strong’s és the standard reference 
work—the unfailing authority in its 
special field. 


Strong’s Concordance is a Big Book 


@ Itis big in every sense of the word 
—big in concept; in theological and 
academic importance; in actual phys- 
ical proportions. The main Con- 
cordance alone contains more than 
1300 pages. And each of the remain- 
ing three sections is a good-sized 
book in its own right. This is the 
great Concordance of our time. 
There has been no work to displace 
it. There can never be a more com- 
plete Concordance, because Strong’s 
contains every word in every verse of 
the Bible. 


EXE 





8.79 


Thumb Indexed, $10 
If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 


Published by 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


—-—-— Order from your Bookseller Today! ————- 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Con- 
cordance of the Bible is to own a 
Bible Library in a single volume. 
The 1809 pages comprise the equiv- 
alent of four books. First, the Main 
Concordance, containing in alpha- 
betical order, every word in the Bible 
and every passage in which that word 
appears. Then, there is a Compara- 
tive Concordance of the Authorized 
and Revised versions, including cer- 
tain American variations. This is 
followed by a concise Hebrew and 
Chaldee Dictionary, with pronunci- 
ation clearly indicated. And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the new 
Testament. 

All this wealth of material, to 
which a hundred scholars gave a 
lifetime of effort, may now be yours, 
to treasure and to use, for only $8.75 
(or thumb-indexed edition for your 
convenience, just $10). 


Y 
Throng’ 


AUSTIVE CONCORDANCE 
of the BIBLE 
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Wm. Hall Is Elected 
Head of Westminster 


Missouri News Letter 


William W. Hall, Jr., president of the 
College of Idaho in Caldwell, Idaho, will 
take up the duties of president of West- 
minster College in Fulton on February 
1. Dr. Hall is a graduate of Princeton 
University, Union Seminary in New 
York and won his Ph. D. at Yale. Be- 
fore going to the College of Idaho, he 
was an instructor in Roberts College, 
Istanbul, Turkey, and dean of the 
American College, Sofia, Bulgaria. This 
fall Westminster’s former president, 
Franc L. McCluer, was inaugurated as 
the fourteenth president of Lindenwood 
College. Guy E. Snavely, executive 
secretary of the Association of American 
Colleges, made the inaugural address 
and B. Frank Hall, of Central Church, 
St. Louis, led the dedicatory prayer. 


US-USA Churches in St. Charles 
Effect Plan of Federation 

Important development in Missouri 
where the sentiment is overwhelmingly 
for Presbyterian reunion is the recent 


FINANCIAL 
CAMPAIGN 
PLAN BOOK 


More than 





$50,000,000 Produced 
for 
CHURCHES AND CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGES 

Compiled and Edited by 
Rev. S. W. McGill, D. D. 

822 Nuttman Ave., 

Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Only 35 copies left of the 3rd 
Edition. 


Hundreds of Satisfied Customers 
Get Your Copy Now 


Only $10 per Copy 
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federation of the US and USA churches 
in St. Charles, under the leadership of 
James R, Blackwod, son of Andrew W. 
Blackwood of Princeton. The younger 
Blackwood became: minister of the US 
church in the last year. Plans call for 
the congregation to worship in one 
sanctuary and to carry on congrega- 
tional activities in the other. Benevo- 
lences for both denominations will be 
supported. 


St. Joe Church Makes 
Gains in Many Departments 


At St. Joseph the First Church, under 
the leadership of Robert McLeod, is 
making steady progress. The benevo- 
lence budget has been increased 50% 
and large attendance in the church 
school and in other organizations makes 
more room essential. A building com- 
mittee is studying the possibilities. 
Five new elders and seven additional 
deacons were recently elected. The 
men’s club has been re-activated with 
a good monthly attendance. 


Westminster in St. Louis 
Follows Aggressive Program 


St. Louis’ Westminster church dedi- 
cated a set of electronic bells in Decem- 
ber as an important addition to their 
equipment. Earlier efforts in visitation 
evangelism proved so successful that the 
program of the church now calls for a 
visitation campaign just before the quar- 
terly communion service. This plan 
works too. Now, in addition to the sup- 
port of the Raynard Areharts to Brazil, 
Westminster has taken on one-third of 
the support of the James A. Halver- 
stadts in the Luluabourg Station in 
Africa. William H. McCorkle is the 
present pastor of Westminster. 
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WILLIAM W. HALL, JR. 
New President of Westminster. 


Miscellany 


F. Crossley Morgan held a Bible con- 
ference at Westminster church, Spring- 
field, during the fall. People called it 
the finest Bible conference ever held in 
Springfield. On the last night of the 
series the church was packed and extra 
chairs could not accommodate the 
crowd. The Sprinzfield church has 
organized a men’s club which is mak- 
ing steady progress ... With the com- 
ing of Charles Eric Mount from’ Clarks- 
dale, Miss., to the Cape Girardeau 
church all the churches of Potosi Pres- 
bytery now have pastors... Clarence 
S. Johnson, vice-president of Purina 
Mills and an officer in the Westminster 
church, St. Louis, is chairman of the 
Synod’s committee on the Program of 
Progress and is leading in extensive 
plans for the successful achievement of 
the specified goals. 


F. W. A. BOSCH. 
Springfield. 
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PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 

First and second- year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self- 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
Dramatics, Glee Club, Sports. 
for 1948-1949 session should be made now. 

William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Applications 
For catalogue, write F 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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When We Work With God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR JANUARY 25 


II Corinthians 5:20—6:10. 


(Scripture Quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 

Paul has been speaking of what God 
has done to reconcile men to himself 
through Jesus Christ. 

To reconcile means to re-establish 
friendly relations between two parties 
who have been estranged. According to 
Paul, man has been estranged from 
God. He has wandered into the far 
country. Christ brings him back to his 
Father God. And the prodigal finds 
that God is willing to forgive. But we 
are not to think that Christ mediates 
between God and man in the sense that 
God must be induced to forgive. It is 
God who sent Christ. It is God who 
is in Christ reconciling or seeking to 
reconcile the world unto himself. And 
he has given us the ministry of recon- 
ciliation. It is our task to point men 
to Christ, to lead them through Christ 
unto God. God is not estranged, but 
man is estranged. And he has brought 
upon himself suffering and death, from 
which he may escape only as he ac- 
cepts God’s hand extended to him 
through Jesus Christ. 


I. Our Ministry 


“So we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us.” 

The word which Paul uses here is the 
word used at the time for the Em- 
peror’s legate. But the legate served 
in the capacity of an ambassador. “‘The 
ambassador, before acting, receives a 
commission from the power for whom 
he acts. The ambassador, while acting, 
acts not only as an agent, but as a 
representative of the sovereign. Lastly, 
the ambassador’s duty is not merely to 
deliver a message, to carry out a defi- 
nite policy; but he is obliged to watch 
opportunities, to study characters, to 
east about for expedients, so that he 
may place it before his hearers in its 
most attractive form. He is a diplo- 
matist.’’ (Lightfoot, quoted by Z. Plum- 
mer.) 

It is in this sense that ‘‘we are am- 
bassadors for Christ.’’ Of whom is Paul 
speaking? Primarily here and in the 
remainder of the passage, of himself 
and of his fellow-apostles, but his words 
apply to all ministers of the Gospel, 
to all teachers, and in a sense to all 
members of the church. For the task 
of offering God’s message of recon- 
ciliation to men is not given to the 
clergy as distinct from the laity, but 
to all those who have learned to know 
God through Jesus Christ. 

So we must all strive to commend 


our Master’s message, not “as though 
God did beseech” (King James), or ‘‘as 
though God were entreating” (Stan- 
dard Version), but rather, ‘“‘God mak- 
ing his appeal through us.”’ The fact 
that God does make his appeal through 
us, and only through us, makes our 
responsibility much more solemn, and 
also encourages us. Our words may be 
very weak and inadequate, but it is not 
our words that count. ‘‘God makes his 
appeal through us,” and we are only 
the instruments through which he 
speaks. 

In 6:1 Paul uses another phrase, 
‘“‘working together with him.’”’ We are 
fellow-workers with God. That means 
that we cannot hope to succeed in our 
work without God; as Paul puts it in 
I Cor. 3:5-9, one plants, another wa- 
ters, but it is God, and God alone, who 
gives the increase. The phrase also in- 
dicates that we do not labor alone, we 
can count on God’s cooperation and 
help. It suggests also that God depends 
on us. He could work independently 
of human efforts, but he does not choose 
to do so. ‘How are men to call upon 
him in whom they have not believed?”’ 
asks Paul. ‘‘And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without a 
preacher? And how can men preach un- 
less they are sent?’’?’ (Rom. 10:14-15.) 

In 6:3 Paul refers to ‘‘our ministry.” 
The word ‘‘minister” or ‘‘ministry’”’ has 
come to be a technical term, but it was 
not so used by Paul. It comes from 
a word meaning to serve, or to min- 
ister unto. Ministers, so called, as the 
word itself indicates, are expected to 
serve their fellowmen, but the ideal is 
one which must be accepted by every 
follower of Christ. See Mt. 20:26-28. 
But as Paul indicates more clearly in 
vs. 4, we are to regard ourselves pri- 
marily as servants of God, committed 
to a cause far greater than ourselves, 
to a task committed to us by God him- 
self, to whom we are solely and finally 
responsible. 

Ambassadors of Christ, fellow-work- 
ers with God, servants of God, that was 
Paul’s calling; it is also our calling. 
If we should reconsider the lives that 
we are now living in the light of these 
words, they might be revolutionized. 


Il. Our Message, 5:20—6:2 


‘‘We beseech you. .. .” Strange 
that we should have to beseech men to 
accept God’s forgiveness, but so it is. 
We cannot command them—not even 
our own children, or force them, or 


scold them, or frighten them into ac- 
cepting the Gospel. We can only in- 
vite, urge, beseech. God respects hu- 
man personality, and so must we. 

‘‘We beseech you, on behalf of Christ 
J ."’’—and therefore in the spirit 
of Christ,—‘‘be reconciled to God.” 
Note that it is not God who needs to 
be reconciled to man, but man who 
needs to be reconciled to God. The bar- 
rier is not on his side, but on our side. 
God has taken the initiative, and made 
the offer, but the reconciliation cannot 
be effected unless we are willing to ac- 
cept it. To be reconciled means to turn 
away from the sin which separates us 
from God, and to accept God’s love as 
offered to us through Christ, God’s will 
as revealed to us in Christ. 

Someone may ask, How is it possible 
for us to be reconciled to God? The 
apostle anticipates the question and re- 
plies, ‘For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteous- 
ness of God.”’ 

“Him who knew no sin. . .” That 
Christ lived without sin is proved not 
only by the testimony of friend and foe, 
confirmed by the judgment of the ages, 
but finally and ultimately by the tes- 
timony of his own conscience. He who 
lived so close to God and has revealed 
God’s character, and made known his 
requirements as no other has ever done, 
who taught us to pray, “Forgive us our 
debts,”” never confessed a fault and 
never asked for pardon. He knew no 
sin. 

“God made him to be sin.”” He knew 
no sin in himself, but “he knew tempta- 
tion, subtle, almost beyond bearing. He 
knew the fruits of sin—moral failure, 
remorse, and retribution—knew them 
vicariously because of his clear insight 
and tender sympathy for human suffer- 
ing and weakness. He felt the shame 
of a sinful woman, of a man crippled 
by vice, of a city which must be de 
stroyed—and wept over it. Sinless, 
he suffered as sinners are made to suf- 
fer. The penitent thief saw this: We 
are ‘in the same condemnation’—all 
three of us. The difference is he has 
‘done nothing amiss.’”’ (Russell, Medi- 
tations for Men.) So Christ bore the 
consequence of human sin, he bore the 
penalty in his body, and in his heart 
and mind—for our sake, “‘so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of 
God.” 

The fact that Christ bore our sins 
in his body upon the tree touches the 
heart and conscience, and leads us to 
respond to the love of God he offered 
to us in Jesus, and so we grow in right- 
eousness; but meanwhile we are treated 
as if we were righteous; and it is the 
grace of God, the fellowship of God of- 
fered to us through Christ in spite of 
the sin which still clings to us that en- 
ables us to grow in actual righteous- 
ness. Thank God that we do not have 
to wait until we are actually righteous 
before we can be reconciled to God, 
else it would never be achieved, but 
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that God's love, God’s fellowship is 
offered to us now through Jesus Christ. 

“Working together with him, then, 
we entreat you not to accept the grace 
(i. e., the unmerited kindness) of God 
in vain.’”’ Many decline to accept the 
grace of God which is offered to them, 
others it would seem accept it to no 
purpose. They accept it formally, but 
not actually. They do not allow it to 
bear its proper fruit in their lives. 

The quotation in 6:2 is taken from 
the Septuagint translation of Isa. 49:8, 
The words are addressed there to the 
servant of Jehovah, promising to invest 
him with spiritual power, that he may 
be a light to Israel and to others. Paul 
takes the words in their Messianic sense 
and urges that now is the time when 
God thus dispenses his favor to Christ, 
and through him to men 

When Paul says, ‘Now is the accept- 
able time; now is the day of salva- 
tion,” he means that Christ has brought 
the time of deliverance foretold by the 
prophets. The time has when 
God's salvation is available to man. The 


come 


common interpretation, making ‘‘now” 
refer to the present moment, and declar- 
ing that decision must be made imme- 
diately and that delay is dangerous, is 
not therefore the point that Paul is 
making. And yet that may be true for 
any one of us. Our day is brief at best, 
and it may end unexpectedly at any 
moment. It is dangerous to shut our 
hearts to God's call—it may never come 
again. And he who declines the call, 
often finds it more difficult, and ulti- 
mately impossible to respond. 

Since that is true it is important not 
only that we should beseech men in 
the name of Christ, and as good am- 
bassadors use every means to commend 
the Gospel which we proclaim, but also 
that like Paul we should be exceedingly 
careful that we put no obstacle in any 
one’s way, that we do nothing, that 
we say nothing that will make it more 
difficult for them to respond. And that 
thought leads Paul to speak of— 


Ill. Our Oredentials, 6:3-10 


“We put no obstacle in any one’s 
way,” says Paul, ‘“‘so that no fault may 
be found with our ministry i) ae 
is almost implied in a sentence like 
this,”’ says James Denney, ‘‘that there 
are people who will be glad of an ex- 
cuse not to listen to the Gospel, or 
not to take it seriously, and that they 
will look for such an excuse in the con- 
duct of its ministers. Anything in the 
objection can be 
raised will be used as a shield against 
the Gospel. It does not matter that in 
nine cases out of ten this plea for de- 


minister to which 


clining the grace of God is impudent 
hypocrisy, it is one which the non- 
Christian should never have.’’ But what 
Paul says applies to every member of 
the church. A great many reject the 
Gospel not because they dislike Christ, 
but because they dislike what they have 
seen of Christ in us. (Cf. sermon, pages 
5-6, ‘‘Christ’s Vocation and Ours.’’) 
Paul was not satisfied with a nega- 
tive actitude—to avoid offense. ‘As 
servants of God we commend ourselves 
in every way Paul sought to 
commend himself, of course, only in 
order that he might commend the Gos- 
pel, with which he was entrusted. In 
every way, by word and deed, by little 
kindnesses and devoted service, day in 
and day out. Paul mentions some of 
the detailed days in which he sought to 
commend the Gospel in the verses that 
Though the passage is autobi- 
oxraphical, it has meaning for our own 
lives. It will help us to follow the 


follow. 


thought, if we note that Paul seeks to 
commend his Gospel. 

1. By 
trials that come to us in the service of 
Christ, 4-5. ‘‘Endurance”’ is a much 
better translation than the ‘‘patience”’ of 
the King James Version. The high po- 
sition given by our Lord to this virtue 
(Lk. 8:15; 21:19; Mk. 12:13; Mt. 
10:22; 24:13), says Plummer, accounts 
for the prominence given to it here. 
In I Thess. 1:3; I Tim. 6:11; II Tim. 
3:10; Titus 2:2 it is placed next to 
love in lists of virtue. Here it is placed 
first, and illustrated in detail. There 
has been endurance in three different 
types of trouble—three trials: (1) 
trials growing out of the situation, in- 
dependently of human agents—i. e., af- 
flictions (which might be avoided), 
hardships (which cannot be avoided), 
and calamities (out of which there is 
These troubles would in- 
clude such things as sickness, loss of 
friends, loss of income. (2) The second 
trial includes troubles inflicted by men: 
beatings, imprisonments, which were 
more serious because they put a halt 
to his work, and tumults, which often 
forced him to close his work altogether. 
(3) The third trial describes hardships 
which Paul’s own sense of duty im- 
posed upon him: labors (the Greek 
word emphasizes the fatigue which la- 
bor entails), watching (the word covers 
more than sleeplessness; it includes all 
that prevents one from sleeping), and 
hunger (because he was too busy to eat, 
or temporarily out of funds). 


unflinchingly enduring = the 


no escape). 


Not many of us will be required to 
undergo all of these trials, but we all 
have trials which fall under each of 
the foregoing categories. And we either 
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commend or disparage the Gospel by the 
way we meet them. 


2. By a blameless character after the 
pattern of Christ, vs. 6,-7b. The virtues 
which Paul mentions are indispensable 
for a religious leader. He must be pure 
in motive and in deed, he must have 
“knowledge,”’ i. e., insight into. religious 
truth, he must not be irritable, he must 
be kind, he must exhibit the fruits of 
the Spirit, he must care for men for 
their own sake (not simply g@retend), 
he must be able to speak the word of 
truth, and to teach and speak with 
power. But though some of these vir- 
tues may be essential only for religious 
leaders, others are necessary virtues 
for all Christians, and all are desirable 
if we are to commend the Gospel to our 
fellowmen. 


3. By fighting faithfully for the cause 
of Christ, 7c, which means fighting 
‘“‘with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left.’’ An- 
cient soldiers bore their shield on the 
left hand, their sword in the right. A 
soldier of Christ must be prepared to 
fight offensively and defensively, Paul 
sugges‘, but in either case he must use 
only weapons of righteousness, i. e., 
those weapons which it is right for a 
Christian to use and even those weapons 
in a proper manner. The weapons them- 
selves are described at greater length 
in Ephesians 6:10-20. And we use them 
properly when we wield them in love. 

4. By triumphing over slander and 
adversity in the power of Christ, 8-10. 
“In honor and dishonor, in ill repute 
and good repute.’’ The first clause re- 
fers to personal treatment of the Apos- 
tle, the second to what was said be- 
hind his back.' As many other servants 
of Christ, Paul had known both honor 
and dishonor, had gained both good 
and ill repute. Like other men, 
Paul would have preferred the former 
in both cases, but like any faith- 
ful minister he could not be deterred 
by the latter. And, like all Chris- 
tians may, he had won the inner vic- 
tory, he had triumphed over all that 
men or circumstances could do to him: 
treated as an imposter, yet remaining 
true; despised as a nonentity, not worth 
knowing by many, but highly regarded 
by those who listened to his message; 
exposed to dangers which might take 
his life at any moment, yet bearing 
within himself the life of Christ which 
enabled him to triumph over death; ill 
treated by men but not giving way; ex- 
periencing many griefs, yet habitually 
cheerful (Paul regarded this as a Chris- 
tian duty—an echo perhaps of the fare- 
well words of Jesus—Jn. 16:33); poor 
in this world’s good, yet making men 
rich through all eternity; having 
nothing that the world counted gain, 
and yet possessing everything really 
worth while. 

Would to God that each of us could 
say as much. By the grace of God we 
may, and so we shall commend the Gos- 
pel, as words alone can never do. 
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BOOK NOTES 


o 

MIRACLES. By C. S. Lewis. The Mac- 
millan Co., New York, 1947. 216 pages 
plus index. $2.50. 

Written by a layman for laymen, this 
book does not examine the historical 
evidence for miracles, but takes up the 
preliminary questions: Are miracles 
possible? Are they probable? Do they 
fit in with what is known about the 
universe? Prof. Lewis’ answer to all 
three questions is Yes, and his reasons 
make up one of the best of the many 
prilliant books he has written. This re- 
viewer canot agree with all the details, 
and what scientists might think of it we 
had better let scientists say. But at 
least the author does place the whole 
question of miracle where it ought first 
of all to be, namely in the field of phil- 
osophy. Do not be frightened by this; 
Mr. Lewis is capable of making phil- 
osophy as well as theology not only in- 
telligible but fascinating to any one 
educated enough to read THE OUT- 
LOOK. He begins by demonstrating that 
you have under your own hat one un- 
deniable piece of evidence for the su- 
pernatural; and proceeds thence to dis- 
cuss miracles in general and New Testa- 
ment miracles in particular. As usual 
with him, he often ranges far beyond his 
subject, but never fails to make his 
point clear. Take, for example, his fa- 
ble of the erudite limpet. Let us sug- 
pose, says he, a mystical limpet, a sage 
among limpets, who catches a glimpse 
of what Man is like. In reporting his 
vision to his disciples, he will have to 
use many negatives. He will have to 
tell them that man has no shell, that he 
is not attached to a rock, is not sur- 
rounded by water. But along come 
erudite limpets who write books but 
never had visions of their own. All 
they get out of the prophetic limpet’s 
report is the negatives; and they build 
up a picture of Man as a sort of amor- 
phous jelly (for he had no shell) ex- 
isting nowhere in particular (for he is 
not glued to a rock) and never taking 
nourishment (for how could he, the lim- 
pet thinks, without water to bring it to 
him?). So our learned men may be just 
as right, yet just as wrong, about the 
transcendent God. 

KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 





FOR THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS. 
By William M. Elliott, Jr. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Virginia. 144 pp. 
$2.00. ' 

Brief, crystal clear and helpful are 
the seventeen inspirational essays in 
this small volume with its happy intro- 
duction by Dr. Andrew Watterson 
Blackwood of the Princeton Theological 
Seminary. 

Believing with William James, whom 
he quotes, that ‘‘Every sort of energy 
and endurance, of courage and capacity 
is set free in those who have religious 
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faith,’’ the author draws on an enviable 
store of practical psychological knowl- 
edge to help the conscientious Christian 
manage his moods and drives on his 
pilgrimage through life. Depression, 
anxiety, self-pity, over-sentitiveness, 
guilt, doubt, grief, are faced squarely 
in the belief that ‘‘a man’s major prob- 
lem is himself.’’ The wealth of quota- 
tion from the literature of the world, 
including first and last the Bible, is used 
not only to illustrate, but to advance 
the thoughts presented. References are 
grouped together in the back of the 
book and the reader is not disturbed 
by footnotes. 

Chapter headings are inviting: 
“Christians in Spite of Environment’; 
“How Badly Do You Want It?” “You 
Don’t Pay Off On the Drive.’’ None is 
more important for content than that 
“On Keeping Our Promises,’’ with its 
simple, but devastating thesis that ‘‘one 
of the most disquieting signs of our 
time is the way in which people indi- 
vidually and in groups, lightly esteem 
their plighted word.” 

This little book is a witness to a 
sustaining faith, and taking an obvious 
clue from Dr. Elliott’s dedication— 
“To my father whose example as a 
Christian and as a minister has been a 
constant source of _ inspiration,’’—I 
would guess that this faith was rooted 
and grounded in a happy home where 
the conception of God widened and 
deepened naturally from a little boy’s 
first love and knowledge of a kind and 
good earthly father. If so, it carries 
a warm reassurance to parents who are 
seeking by example to show The Way 
to the children who come after them. 

NATALIE BLANTON. 
Richmond, Va. 


THIS WAY TO A THRIVING 
CHURCH. By Paul H. Conrad. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 1947. 
96 pp. 50 cents. 

This little book contains a _ small 
amount of very good theory and a large 
amount of practical suggestion about 
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organization for the promotion of a high 
ideal of stewardship. Few churches will 
be able to carry out the full idea of 
the book but most ministers should find 
in it some ideas that will be helpful in 
developing an effective church organiza- 
tion. D. P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Clearwater, Fla. 


THE BORROWED GLOW. By Rich- 
ard Ellsworth Day. The Judson Press, 
Philadelphia, Chicago. 417 pp. $2.00. 

Christ-centered devotional readings. 
A page for each day in the year headed 
by Scripture quotation, agd followed by 
a meditation possessing fressness and 
aptness of exposition. Originally pub- 
lished in 1937 under the title, ‘‘Filled! 
With the Spirit.’’ Contains index of 
texts and presentation page with a 
“Quiet Hour Agreement.’”’ A _ splendid 
devotional help. Recommended. 

ELLISON A. SMYTH. 
Hartsville, S. C. 
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Heritage of Freedom—An Official Book 
of the Freedom Train. By Frank Monag- 
han. Princeton University Press. $3.50. 

Religion and the Rise of Capitalism. 
ty R. H. Tawney. Penguin Books, Inc. 
35 cents. 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business, Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Cat- 
alog P. A few vacancies now for sec- 
ond semester which bexina Jan. 26, 
John Montgomery Pres, Stutesville, 
N. C. 
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welcomed. Free catalogs upon re 
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Religious Education program of 
the Church 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

James B. Storey, Charles Town, W. Va., 
is to become director of student activi- 
ties and professor of Bible at Austin 
College, Sherman, Texas, February 1. 

L. M. Kennedy, Jr., who has been 
assistant pastor of the Highland Park 
church, Dallas, Texas, has been called 
to the pastofate of the newly-organized 
Broadmoor church, Shreveport, La. 

Carl May from Quincy, Fla., to Box 
1711, Fort Walton, Fla. 

Edward E. Mulliner from Texarkana, 
Texas, to 411 Ellis Stret, Lufkin, Texas. 

A. L. Bixler from Cleveland, Tenn., to 
Pinkney Station, Gastonia, N. C., Janu- 
ary 18. 

Daniel A. Poling, pastor of the Bap- 
tist Temple, Philadelphia, Pa., head of 
the Christian Endeavor movement and 
editor of The Christian Herald, will re- 
tire from the pastorate when Norman 
W. Paullin, of Asbury Park, N. J., be- 
comes minister of the Baptist Temple 
February 8. 

Albert Edward Day, director of the 
New Life movement of the Methodist 
church, has been appointed pastor of 
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the Mount Vernon Place Methodist 
church, Baltimore, Md., succeeding 
Harold A. Bosley; who is now dean of 
the Duke Divinity school. Dr. Day was 
pastor of the Baltimore church from 
1932 to 1937. 

James Myers, industrial relations 
secretary for the Federal Council of 
Churches for many years, joined the 
staff of the National Child Labor Com- 
mittee on January 1. Mr. Myers will 
serve as assistant #cretary in charge 
of membership. 


MOODY CONFERENCE 


Daniel Iverson, Miami, Fla., will be 
one of the speakers at the Founder’s 
Week Conference of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, in February. 


ALLIED YOUTH SPONSORS 


John R. Cunningham, president of 
Davidson College and Moderator of the 
General Assembly; Albert Kissling, 
Jacksonville, Fla., and John H. Marion, 
Jr., Richmond, Va., have been an- 
nounced as members of the National 
Sponsoring Committee of Allied Youth, 
temperance organization. Other US 
Presbyterians include: J. P. McCallie, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Mrs. J. L. Blair 
Buck, Richmond, president of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs; Miss 
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Janie W. McGaughey, Atlanta. USA 
Presbyterians include: Wilbur LaRoe, 
Jr., Moderator qf the General Assem- 
bly; Charles J..Turck, president Macal- 
ester College; Samuel McCrea Oavert, 
general secretary of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, New York. 


RETIRED 


Fred W. Gray, pastor at Philippi, W. 
Va., since 1932, retired from the active 
pastorate at a recent meeting of Green- 
brier Presbytery. 


MARRIED 


Eugene L. Daniel, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Nancy Ward Hayter, Abingdon, Va., 
were married December 27, in the Sink- 
ing Springs church, Abingdon. They are 
missionary appointees to Korea and are 
now studying the Korean language at 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 


SEMINARY GRADUATES 


Mid-year graduates at Union Semi- 
nary include William H. Kryder, George 
T. Faison and Jon K. Crow. Mr. Kryder 
takes up work in connection with the 
First church, Athens, Ga. Mr. Faison 
will be the pastor at Crystal City, Texas, 
and Mr. Crow will be mission pastor at 
the First church, Danville, Va. 
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Stengthen 


In Africa: 


1. The opening of new stations to reach the hun- 


dreds of untouched villages. 


2. The immediate development of four institutions c. 
of higher learning to multiply the native Chris- 


tian leadership. 


a. The expansion of the Morrison Bible School. 
b. The development of a high-grade normal 


school. 


ce. The establishment of a vocational technical 


school. 


d. The erection of an agricultural school. 
equipping of present stations. 


The 
The 


provision of accessories. 


In Brazil: 





PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


a. The Theological Seminaries at Campinas 
and Recife. 


b. The Training School for lay workers at 


Patrocinio. 


The Gammon Institute, the Fifteenth of 
November School, 


the Agnes Erskine 


School and others. 


gelism. 


effort. 


The broadening of our whole program of evan- 


In Mexico: 


To double the number of mission stations in or- 
der to extend the outreach of our Christian 


* * * 


To expand in these three fields and to rebuild in 
the Far East— 


1. The strengthening of our whole program for the 


development of leaders. 


$4,000,000 
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Executive Committee of Foreign Missions and Presbyterian 


Program of Progress of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 











